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STOP!! IF YOU 
LET ME GO, 
CHIYOZO WILL 
CALM DOWN!S ¢ 





ma 1] QS 4 
I-@ VQ Revesse | 
x AZuanl! 
a¥ihcoy’ 





IM 
TERRIBLY 
SORRY. 


IT Looks 
LIKE YOUR 
SAKE IS SO 
TASTY... 
THAT HE 
DRANK TOO 
MUCH OF 
IT... 





WE ALSO OVER- 
REACTED AT 
CHIYOZ6 
DRAWING THE 


TERRIBLY 
») SORRY. 


Oa 

















| WANT TO 
SHOW THIS 
STUNT TO 


NATURALLY 
ABLE TO DO 
EVEN MOVES 
LIKE THOSE, 


EVEN THIS 
KATANA IS 


RS) 












BAKIN YOUR 






STUNT, VERY cee 
4 STILL... 
MUCH, AZUMI!E 
IT's 
INTEREST- 


INGI! 


WILL | BE 
TAKEN INSIDE 
THE 
CASTLE...? 





| MUSTN'T GET 

TARGETED FROM 
THERE... I'D HAVE 

NO PLACES TO 


RUN OR HIDE... 





a WED JUST 
END UP 
GETTING SHOT 
AT BY THE 
RIFLE SQUAD... 


ANYWAY, UNTIL 
THAT TIME 
comes, | AM 
ONLY A 
TRAVELING 


CHIYOZ6... 
PLEASE, SOBER 
UP QUICKLY... 


TRYING TO 
ESCAPE FROM 
HERE WITH 
KUuNICHIYO- 


THAT I'M AN 
ASSASSIN... 
ESCAPING WITH 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA 





KINOSHITA 
I$ SAID TO BE THE ~—BAKIN 
NUMBER ONE 
FENCING MASTER IN 
THE CASTLE TOWN.. 


SS omnmnan ae? 
Exaagungn nn 


BUT... THERE ARE 
ALSO MEN WHO DON” 
RECOGNIZE THIS... 





Vf | 

Y AND IT Looks NY ir seems 

| i] LIKE EACH ONE my} THAT WE HAVE 
i) OF THEM THINKS , FIVE SUCH 


MEN RIGHT 





IF WE COULD 


eatvg IT WOULD BECOME ~ COMPETE INA 
Noa or f) CeAR WHO THE [) FENCING 
| NUMBER ONE ff MATCH IN THE 


BEING ONLY @ 


SPECULATION SKILLED FENCER IS, j= PRESENCE OF 


THE LORD, 


| MIGHT 
SOUND 
IMPUDENT, 
BUT... 


THAT'S 
WHY... 





A SINGLE 
SWORDSMAN 
CAN'T 
CONTRIBUTE 
MUCH TO A 


YOU CAN’T 
THEN, | MEASURE 
WOULD 
HAVE NO 
OBJECTION 
TO A MATCH 
WITH REAL 


| CAN'T HAVE MY 


\ RETAINERS DIE IN A & 


CONTEST! 


i) 


Aa 


U TO BEGIN 


WITH, AS FOR , 
COMBAT 
POTENTIAL 





YOu PEOPLE 
WHO EARNESTLY, 
POLISH THE 
FENCING. 





| WANT YOU TO 
SHOW ME THAT 
AGAIN NOW. 


THE TRICK 

WITH THE 

KODZUKA 

THAT YOU 
DID 





IT’S A SKILL THAT 
NATURALLY 
ETCHED INTO HIS 
BODY WHILE 
POLISHING AND 
STRENGTHENING, 
HIS FENCING. 


HE NEVER 

TRAINED IN 

ORDER TO 
PERFORM THIS 


STUNT!E 
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YOU DID SHOW BAKIN 
BEFORE! THE TRICK 


BAKIN DIDN’T TRAIN FOR A 
SKILL LIKE THIS ONE. IT 
CAME NATURALLY WHILE 

PERFECTING HIS FENCING. 





SHOULD ALSO BE 
ABLE TO 


ACROBATICS, 
THIS SKILL 

CAME TO HER = 
NATURALLY... 


ACROBATICS 

AND FENCING = IT’S 
ARE 

DIFFERENT... 


CONVERSELY, 
THOSE WITH 


AZUMI SAYS 
THAT SHE 
DIDN'T LEARN 
FENCING 
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| SHOULDN'T 
HAVE DODGED 
THA PEBBLE... 

































































THAT WAS A 
DIFFERENT 
SKILL TO 
ACROBATICS. 




































































































































































AZUMI-NEECHAN 
AND CHIYOZ6 
PROBABLY 
WON'T RETURN 
TONIGHT... 


ARE YOU 
GONNA 
WAIT LIKE 





CAME TO PICK 


THEM UP IN 





BOTH 
CHIYOZ6 
AND 


AND YOU 
WON'T BE 
ABLE TO SEE 
THEM ANY- 


DID YOU GET 

SO FOND OF 

CHIYOZ6 AND 
AZUMI-NEECHAN 


THAT YOU'LL CRY Pl 
y NOT SEEING THEM 
FOR JUST ONE 
NIGHT... ? 


THE TIME BUT ON... CHIYOZ6 AND 
TO SAY AZUMI-NEECHAN WON'T 
GOODBYE STAY HERE FOREVER, 
WILL YOU KNOW... 
COME... WHEN THEY’ END 
WHATEVER BUSINESS 
THEY HAVE HERE, 


EGecEHI? Nooo! | DON’T 
ON DOESN'T WANT THAT/! 
LIKE THATH! 
























































AH HA HA, | WAS 
Tuey TOLD THINKING THAT 
Us TO } TONIGHT YOU 
WOULD STAY 





ee | | Le. 
1A WA HA HAAH 





AZUMI INSTANTLY BAKIN FLICKED A 


MOVED HER KATANA AND STONE AT AZUMI’S 
by DODGED THE PEBBLE... TOPS... 





WHY WOULD 
BAKIN-DONO ACT 
LIKE THAT... {2 








HE SAID THAT AZUMI SPINNING TOPS ON A 
POSSESSES AN ADVANCED A KATANA IS A STUNT... 
LEVEL OF BUJUTSU, WITH- BUT THE REFLEX TO 


OUT A DOUBT. AVOID THAT PEBBLE IS 
BUJUTSU. 





=X 
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MERE CLEVERNESS ONE WAY OR 
AND DEXTERITY ARE ANOTHER, NOW 
TEeOL CER GeLLED: HE'S ADDED 
ILLED ISTRY 
WITH THE SWORD!! petit He 


AND FIND OUT 
IF SHE IS IN 
CONTACT WITH 
SOMEONE. 


DID RESTRAINING 


THAT CUTE AZUMI (4 
MAKE YOU TAKE 
AN INTEREST IN 


AZUMI... SHE'S A 
FINE WOMAN... 
SHE'S MYSTERIOUS, 





Cel)” = TAKENOBL-SAMA 
Nu) SAID THAT EVEN 
} US ORPHANS, IF 

WE BECOME 

STRONG AND 

he USEFUL MEN, 


I'LL BECOME 

ONE TOO! | 

WON'T LOSE 
TO youl! 


| WANNA GROW UP 
QUICKLY AND 
BECOME A 
USEFUL MAN FOR 
TAKENOBU- 
SAMAAA!! 





AND THEN A . RESCLE LL KILL 
SHOGUNATE ARMY KUNICHIYO-SAMA, THE RING- 
GATHERED AT A HIDE HIM IN A 4 LEADER, 

FUDAI DAIMYS SAFE PLACE 
NEARBY WILL 
ATTACK AT ONCE. 


THEY WILL THE ANGER OF 
NEVER ForGive [ ~ HIDETADA-SAMA Is THE PLAN 
THE FIEF @; AND TO DESTROY 
FOR ABDUCTING = |v “ml! OEYO-SAMA IS THE FIEFI? 
KUNICHIYO-SAMMA. 4 IMMENSE. 





EVEN IF | KILL THE 
RINGLEADER... A 
WAR IS GONNA 

HAPPEN ANYWAY?! 

CARRYING OUT THAT 

MISSION HAS NO 
MEANING... 





| UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS WILL 


BRING ABOUT A BIG 


) SPENT THE 
LATTER PART 
OF HIS LIFE 
BRINGING US 
UP IN ORDER 

TO STOP WARS 
BEFORE THEY 

HAPPEN. 


IF | DON’T 
RESCUE 
KUNICHIYO- 





TO NOT 
ATTACK AND 
CRUSH THAT 

FIEF... 


EVERYTHING 
SHOULD BE 
SETTLED... 


| ACT IN 
THAT WAY... 


IF | RESCUE 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA 
AND KILL THE 
RINGLEADER, 


I'M SURE 
ARE WATCHING THAT MY THAT WAY... RISKING MY 


ME, PRAYING LIFE TO CARRY OUT 
THE MISSION WILL 
HAVE MEANING... 





AZUMI, AFTER 
YOU KILL THE 
RINGLEADERS 
AND ASSURE 7 ee 
RUNIGINO SAS ‘ny SII 
2 NY 
ENTER THE FIEF AND 
DECLARE THAT 


BE 
DESTROYED! 





I'LL SHOW YOU ILL PERSUADE ‘ “PLL INFORM THEM 
THAT ILL HIDETADA-SAMA AND = THAT, WITH THE 
CONVINCE OEYO-SAMA TO END = —RINGLEADER’S 

THEMEL THINGS THERE! Yes!! Ly DEATH, THE SIN 
OF REBELLION HAS 
BEEN FORGIVEN, 


| MUST KILL 1 NEVER WOULD‘VE 
THAT IMAGINED THAT 
TAKENOBU... THE RINGLEADER 
WOULD BE SUCH A 











BLoopy 
MOSQUITOS 














| SEE... HOWEVER... 
THESE SHOGUNATE 
ELITE SHINOBL... 

















LET’S JUST OBSERVE | DON’T We've SIXTEEN MEN AT 
THEM FOR A WHILE... mim WANT TO ALREADY ) BONOHAMA, EIGHT 
UNTIL THEY PREPARE LOSE ANY AT SATANOURA... 
TO DO SOMETHING MORE SEVEN AT THE 
BIG... THAN RIVER BANK... 




















| DON’T 
I'M SURE IMAGINE THAT 
THERE'RE THERE’RE ONLY 
OTHERS... THOSE THREE... 


ONLY Todl’s 
HORSE HAS 
COME BACK!? 
































KILLED... AND 

BEING STRUNG 

UP LIKE THAT 
ON A TREE. 





HE WAS 
STABBED 
IN THE 
ABDOMEN 
FROM THE 


a 


THAT MEANS 
THE ENEMY WAS 
HIDING AND 
SUDDENLY 
STRUCK HIS 








BUT THE FACT 
THAT HE WAS 
STABBED FROM 
THE FRONT AN 
RIGHT IN THE 


TOJI-DONO EVEN IF HIS 
WOULD FOOT WAS 
HAVE PUT CUT, 
RALIP A FIGHT, 


SO IT REALLY DOES 

POINT SUSPICION AT { 

AZUMI’S BROTHER, 
CHIYOZ6. 





AND BESIDES 
THAT... 
HE HAS NO 
OTHER 
WOUNDS? 


THREE 
SPIES WERE 
BEING 
WATCHED 
THE WHOLE 
TIME... 





| WANT TO KNOW 
HOW SKILLED 
CHIYOZ6 IS... 
WHETHER OR NOT 
HE HAS SUCH 
SKILL THAT HE 
COULD HAVE 
STABBED ToJI IN 


THE HEART. Hs 
Dili ® 


SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU 
SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO DO 
IT, RIGHT!? 


THAT DEAF 
A CHIYOZ6 WILL 
BE COMING 
HERE AT ANY 


ING 
SWORDS, 
WITHOUT 
KILLING 
EACH 
OTHERI? 











waa 
oral 





























| WAS ONLY TRYING TO 
REMONSTRATE WITH 

HIM FOR WEARING HIS 

KATANA AT HIS WAIST, 


HOLDING IT IN HIS 
RIGHT HAND. 


I'M TERRIBLY 
SORRY, I... 
DIDN'T 








EH!!... 
KUNICHIYO- 


HE WANTS ) — SLIRPRISED 
TO MEET THAT A YOUNG 
ACROBAT GIRL 
HAD CARRIED A 
LETTER FOR 
HIM FROM SO 
FAR AWAY 


\Pvou'ee Be! 
IN THE END, WE WILL READ. ABLE TO SO TODAY, WE 
HIS REPLY AS WELL, BUT... 
IT COULD HAPPEN THAT HE | ONLY BE THE TWO 
) ie OF YOU... WELL, 
THREE WITH 
CHIYOZ6, 





RECEIVED, BESIDE 
THE LETTER, SOME 
OTHER... SECRET 
MESSAGE TO PASS 
TO KUNICHIYO-DONO, 


DELIVER THE 
LETTER AND 
BRING BACK 











Is CHIYOZ6 
CAPABLE OF 
STABBING 
ToJI RIGHT 


BY HIS LEAPING 
STRENGTH POWER, LIKE THAT 
WITH THE OF A WILD BEAST, 
SWORD... BUT... 


YOU THINK THAT ACCORDING 
AZUMI IS VERY TO YOUR 
SKILLED TOO... 





Pe You THE 
a. HOLD IT © KATANA }; 

































































IN THE { GOES 
rickT ) Herel! 
HAND!! f — 
, 
Coe i hy in} 











1 CAN FINALLY 


\ My 
D carcino |W) A 


fac 





GOTTEN THE 
GIST OF IT 
FROM HIM... 


) wy | DON’T 
CARE ABOUT 
THE 
MATTER... 


| KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN 
YOU AND 


HAS HIS FAULTS 
TOO... 


IN ORDER TO 
GET HIM TO 
ESCAPE FROM 
THE CASTLE | 
NEED TO HAVE 
HIM TRUST ME. 





VY 77 
bas 


AZUMIL! 
IF You 
REALLY 


IF YOU'LL «GUM KILL THE RING- 
THEN | Q RESCUE HIM 
PROMISE!  |INONE ¢ P BRING HIM 


» BACK SAFELY... 


|, SHOGLUN 

HIDETADA, 
PROMISE YOU!! 
SO... y 









24, alg 
< arent, 


PEE ager 


Z = SAFELY & peace © 
; 











HE’S BEEN DEAF 


SINCE BIRTH, $0... (MY OLDER ACROBATS SIBLINGS WHO 
PLEASE... FORGIVE 1] BROTHER ’ BROUGHT THE LETTER FROM II 


THE MANY 


FAR AWAY? 





DISCOURTESIES HE 




















MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 
AZUMI, RAISE 

YOUR HEAD 
AND SHOW ME. 
YOUR FACE!! 








[> * 
@ of 





























Yes! Fe 
DON’T MIND, 
| HAVE 
HEARD 


A ABOUT IT. 


May | PUT THAT THE SHOGLIN So, FORGIVE MY 
THIS Y SAID TO ASK | HAVE A RUDENESS, BUT| 
| QUESTION Jf YOU TO CONFIRM QUESTION | DON’T KNOW 
TO YOU? YOUR IDENTITY. f KUNICHIYO- 


| SEE! FROM THE 
REPLY YOU'LL KNOW 
WHETHER I’M THE 
REAL ONE OR AN 
IMPOSTOR... 


la i 









































KUNICHIYO-SAMA, YOU'RE 
BUT / TOOK })) fa YES... BEING WELL VERSED IN STUDIES 
TO RIDING 8 A COWARD, |} AND MARTIAL ARTS. | HEARD 
IMMEDIATE- m MY BROTHER|| THAT YOU LEARNED TO RIDE 
vy! WAS AFRAID, A HORSE BEFORE YOUR 





NOBLE OLDER BROTHER... 
Wh 











By THE WAY... JUST 
WHEN YOU COULD 
FIRST RIDE A 


WHEN YOUR 
HORSE BECAME 
RESTIVE AND 
APPARENTLY YOU 
WERE BADLY 
BUCKED OFF. 


YOU DIDN'T 
SUFFER ANY 
INJURIES, NOT 


HOW COULD 
THAT HAPPEN!? 


BECALISE | 
LANDED RIGHT 
IN THE GARDEN 
POND. | DIDN’T 

SUFFER ANY 

INJURIES BUT | 

WAS COMPLETE- 
LY DRENCHED. 




















YOU WERE STILL 

LITTLE, BUT IN 

SPITE OF THAT 
HUGE FALL 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH. 

| CAN CONFIRM 

YOUR IDENTITY! 





THERE’S 


SOMEONE NN | unveniasy \ We 
LISTENING, | \\ KUNICHIYO- 








| COULD SPEAK IN A WHISPER, 
BUT UNTIL | KNOW 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA BETTER, | 
SHOULDN'T MOVE CARELESSLY. 


SO, EVEN HERE, | 
MUST MAINTAIN THE 
GUISE OF AN ACROBAT 
WHOSE ONLY ROLE IS 


YOUR 
BROTHER... 
CAN’T HEAR 





—~— 


~ 


WHAT A BENT 
FACE YOU 
HAVE... LIKE A 
MONSTER! Hey, 


me | m YOURE SO 
© 5) CREEPY... DON’T 
y 4 LOOK AT Me!! 
—/ 


Gy Wr ain 
He seems ; ee |) I 
TO REALLY LY i 


I'M SORRY, THIS WAS 
JUST A LITTLE JOKE 
TO CONFIRM IT. 





ASIDE FROM THE 
LETTER, YOU HAVE SOME| 
| OTHER SECRET MESSAGE! 
iar FOR ME, RIGHT? THE 
LETTER WILL BE READ 





AND 
IMAGINES 
THAT | 
MIGHT BE 
BEING 
OFFENDED... 


ORDER HIM TO COVER 
HIS EYES WITH HIS 
HANDS LIKE THIS. 


4 MY 
BROTHER 
IS ALWAYS 
TRYING TO 
PROTECT 
ME, 


TO CLOSE HIS 
EYES FOR A 





HE DOES 
EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 
ORDER HIM 
TO DO... 


MY FATHER... I’M 
SURE THAT HE SENT 
YOU WITH THE DUTY 
OF TAKING CARE OF 
ME AND COMFORT- 


SO, I'LL TELL 
TAKENOBU 
THAT YOU'RE 
GOING TO STAY 
BY MY SIDE, 
CONSTANTLY, 
FROM TODAY 
ONWARD! 





WITH THE 


DUTY OF 
TAKING CARE 
& OF YOU AND 


WITH A BEALITY 
LIKE YOU, 
AZUM... 








EVEN THOUGH I’M THE SON 

OF THE SHOGUN, | WAS TAKEN 

HOSTAGE, TO THIS FIEF SO 
FAR AWAY... 



























CHAPTER 4: 
figix~) GRUESOME 
(Paes MASSACRE 









































SERIOUSLY 
ANGRY AND 
DECIDES THAT HE; 
DOESN’T WANT 
TO SEE ME 
AGAIN, IT’LL BE 


HE WAS PEEPING 
THROUGH A GAP 





| FEEL AS THOUGH \/ 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA WILL 
ASK TO MEET ME 


BUT AS FOR 
TAKING HIM AWAY 
FROM THE 
CASTLE WITHOUT 
AROUSING THE 

SUSPICIONS OF 
TAKENOBU 
AND THE 

OTHERS... 


THEN... | WILL 
TELL HIM MY 
TRUE GOAL... 
MAKE HIM 
TRUST ME... 
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4 f 
SS F777 UH HOH HO! 














z ¢ 
‘ > Wetcome C, 
 BAAACK!! é 





We HAVE 
FINISHED! 


BUT RIGHT 
NOW... IT’S 
A BAD 
TIME... 


THIS IS 
BAD... 


HE’LL WANT 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT MY 
VISIT TO THE 








Rua 
B-: YOU'RE IN THE 


THIS IS BAD... 
HATTORI-DONO Is 
COMING RIGHT 





, SHE'S AN 

< ACROBAT! SG 
4 SHES © 
= AMAZING! 


SORRY, BUT | 
| NEED TO GO HAVE BEEN 
TO THE HOLDING ON 
PRIVY... FOR A WHILE... 














v 
S 
g 
X 
5 
g 
D 


APPROACHING, 
ITLL Look 


















































| KNEW IT, 
THEY WERE 








ALL RIGHT... IF THE ENEMY 
AS A YOUNG BUT... | DO WONDER IF SEES US WITH HER, ITLL GET 
GIRL SHE HAS AZUMI HAS MET DIFFICULT... LET’S TOSS A 
ADVANTAGES: KUNICHIYO-SAMA LETTER INTO HER HOUSE AND 


MEET AFTER DARK... 





We WILL 
EXCHANGE 
INTELLIGENCE 
HERE AND NOW. 


AFTER THAT, YOU'LL 
NEED TO PROMISE 
NOT TO APPROACH 
ME FOR A WHILE... 


AT ANY RATE, 
YOU DID WELL 
TO SPOT US... 


KUNICHIYO- 
SAMA’S 
ACQUAINTANCE. 


IT’s Me, AZUMI. 
PLEASE, DON’T 
LOOK THIS WAY. 


SIGHT IS 
RELATIVELY 
GOOD, 





(ter ‘S$ PROMISE 
NOT TO 
APPROACH 


WE FOLIND 
AZUMI- 
NEECHAAAN, 
wt 


VLL TELL 
YOU THE 


SITUATION. } 5 


YZ SEARCHED HT. 


2) FOR YOU 





L.. | See... 
| KNEW IT... 


OOOH! 
AZUMI- 
NEECHAN, 
WHERE DID 





STUPID, 
EVEN IF 

YOU CALL 
HIM HE 
CAN'T 


THEY WENT 


' WHERE DID STRAIGHT 
CHIYOZ6 6O...? | 














y 


WERE CUT 


THEIR VITALS 
j, WITH SIN 





! Sayo, THEY 
KNOCKED YOU 


DID you 
SEE THE 


MEAN THAT : 5” NW) suoveny 
-> d FROM 


THEY SHOW 
PITY TO 
WOMEN? 


THEY SAW THROLIGH 
THEIR DISGUISES AND 
CHARGED IN A 

>) DESERTED PLACE... AND| 
AS FOR THE TIME... 
EVEN THOUGH IT WAS 
DONE IN BROAD DAy- 
LIGHT, NO-ONE SAW 

ANYTHING... 





Tis 


i 4 Ha | LAST 

BRUTALLY We 3 ti i Na NIGHT... 

f MURDERED... 1 oe, ! li THE MAN 

AND HUNG \ } Bi WHO WAS 

UPSIDE \ j | KEEPING 
DOWN ON A p 

TREE... YOU AND 

CHIYOZ6... 


























THERE’S SOMETHING | 
WANT TO KNOW CLEARLY !! 
AND THAT’S HOW SKILLED 
CHIYOZ6 IS... 


{ HERE AND NOW, 

\ KINOSHITA BAKIN AND 

+, [  CHIYOZ WILL HAVE A 
{ MATCH WITH WOODEN 















































WITH BAKIN, 

RIGHT HERE, 

RIGHT NOW!! 
AZUMI, 


TO GO BACK 
ALIVE IS TO HAVE 
A MATCH 


EXPLAIN 
THIS TO 
Cuivozol! 


SAVE THE 
QUESTION- 
ING FOR 


THERE, A RIFLE 
SQUAD IS AIMING 
AT CHIYOZ6. 


YOU THINK 
THAT CHIYOZO 
KILLED THOSE... 





NY 


BREAK 
CHIYOZ0'S 
DOMINANT ARM 
WITH A WOODEN 
sworD!! 




















COME ON!! 

HURRY UP 

AND TELL 
HIM!! 


IVE GOT TO GO 
ALONG WITH IT, 
CHIYOZ6 IS BEING 


TARGETED WITH 


IF CHIYOZ6 LOSES... 
HE COULD SUFFER A 
SERIOUS INJURY... 





a 
a 
Z 
ay 


ig 


TELA 
TIRUE TROL 


izaly 


€ 


















Does 
CHIYOZ6 
UNDER- 
STAND!? 


TO A WOODEN 
SWORD MATCH 
WITH BAKIN, 
RIGHTI? 











% 


































































\ / BAKIN-DONO 


IT WON'T } { LOOKS IN 


/ 


( AND... IF 
CHIYOZ6 








\ END | GOOD FORM... 
WINS... { witHour \ (IE CuNvoz 
\ INJURIES... LOSES... EVEN 
nee THOUGH IT’S 
ONLY WOODEN | 
i SWORDS, 
ook iN y 
suse \ + L Ce 
CION ks / f zm 
Wie IF 
DEEPEN “ 
AND WE'LL ‘ 
PROBABLY g 
BE 





CAPTURED... 
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IT’S FINE, é i 

IT’S NOT i HOW DID 

BROKEN... £ CHIYOZO GET 
p HURT!? IS 


HIS ARM, 
BROKEN!? 


BUT INSTEAD 
THEY 
PROPOSED 
TO WATCH 
US... FAIR 
AND 
SQUARE... 


AZUMI- 
NEECHAN, 
WHYRE YOU 
BEING 
WATCHED!? 








IS DOING SOME 
DIFFICULT 
BARGAINING WITH 
THE SHOGUN IN 
EDO... 


AND | CAME WITH THE 
TASK OF CARRYING A 
LETTER FROM THE 
SHOGUN TO 
TAKENOBU-SAMA... 


HAVING me ¥ 
WATCHED. 


NEECHAN... 
YOU DO THAT 
STUFF? 


LIKE CONTACTING 
HIS ENEMIES... 


WITH THE 
SHOGUN!? 


TAKENOBU- 
SAMA 
WONDERS IF | 





THAT THIS 
FIEF WON’T 


I... REALLY 


WITH THE |_| 
SHOGUN... 




















CHIYOZ6 
DEVOTES 
ALL OF HIS 
ENERGY TO 


PROTECTING 


ME 





} HWM... LATELY, CHIYOZ6 


IS TAKING NAPS NO 


MATTER HOW MUCH NOISE 


ON AND THE OTHERS ARE §} 


HE MUST BE 
SKIPPING 
SLEEP TO 

PROTECT ME 

AT NIGHT... 


| COULD ALMOST 
THINK THAT 
PROTECTING ME 





BECAUSE ON IS 
SO EXCITED, HE 
CAN'T SLEEP 


NEGLIGENTLY Ss | \ FEEL 
FALLEN INTO h r ( SECURE 


A DEEP > | HAVING 
SLUMBER... ; > \  CHIYOZ6 


PROTECTING 





NORMALLY, 
BECAUSE WE 
SLEEP CLOSE, 
IF CHIYOZ6, 
WAKES UP... 


SO... WHAT IF 
THAT MAN... 


AND TODAY TOO, 
WHEN | TOLD HIM 
TO BE CAREFUL 
ABOUT THOSE 





AND... WE 
WERE 
SEPARATED 
BRIEFLY... 


FOR MY SAKE... 
HE COULD‘VE CHIYOZ6 
DECIDED THAT PROTECTS 
THEY WERE ME WITH 





WOULD 
HAVE NO 
REASON ¢ 


Say Ni Se 
lf Dx f 
(Mas << eae 










































































AS | THOUGHT... | 
DIDN’T NOTICE HIM 
WAKING UP AND 
SLIPPING OUT... 











HE DIDN'T 
MAKE A 
SOUND, TO 
NOT WAKE 






































A 


Os HOLL 





HAPPENED 
TOHIMI? § 








BECALISE AFTER ‘iN. IT'LL Be 
ALL... IT WASN'T % FINE... ’LL 
CHIYO26. i CLEAR UP 
; THIS MYSTERY 
FOR SURE! 


& 


SN 


~~ Y Were ||) 
A) LITTLE BIT —" ISN'T 9 
/| OF iy, . HE | CHIYO- 

CO PATIENCE. AW | COMING |ny 267! 





AUT 
gt 


LP Tere Berrer & 
2 NOT BE ANY 
2, SPLASHING!!_ 








VM FEELING & 
SLEEPY, SO 
I’M GONNA 
TAKE A NAP. k 


| DON’T KNOW |i SOMEONE IS 
S| IF THEY'LL KILLING THE 
CLEAR COME TONIGHT) Lf PEOPLE 
CHIYOZ6'S TOO, BUT... |i KEEPING 
I'LL GET SOME “ 
SLEEP AND BE 
PREPARED... 

















WHAT IS THEIR 


SOMEONE WHO 
KNOWS 





WOULDN'T THEY 
6 JUST INFORM 
KEEP KILLING 
THOSE GUARDS? n N TAKENOBU OF MY 
IDENTITY WITH A 
MESSAGE OR 


SO/ 


IT'S CERTAIN 
THAT 
THERE'S 
ANOTHER 
ENEMY WHO 
HAS A 
DIFFERENT 


SHOULDN'T 
THAT BE 
FINE? LET’S 
RETURN. 





WELL, 


| WISH SHE 
SHE'S A 


fl HAD SHOWN 


us some )] CUTE GIRL, 
TRICKS. ) 


$0, IT’S 
ALL RIGHT. 


$0 WHY IS THERE THAT GUY 
A NEED TO KEEP CHIvO26, 
WATCH ON THAT WHO KILLED 
YOUNG ACROBAT T6JI-DONO 
GIRL UNTIL SHE [x AND THE 
FALLS ASLEEP...?; OTHERS, |S 
SIN JAIL 


GUARDS 
ARE 



































Aj 


*t 
Na ant 
| Se dd, 


es Willi, 




















WHY DO 
YOU KILL 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER 6: MYSTERIOUS SHADOWS 





WHAT’S YOUR 
GOAL? IF YOU 
WANT TO 
ESCAPE, LET 
THE CHILD GO 
AND FLEE!! 




















PLEASE, LET 


2) THE Cuil co 
AND ESCAPE! 

















HE’S FINE... 
HE WASN’T 


KILLED... 





ANYWAY... ' ‘ 
WHO ARE 7 : \ HAVE BEEN 
i? “ Siar? r 


THEY... TAKEN 


AWAY... 








SND. TT 

i f H i i 

al 4 UWA) i) 

THIS MEANS | HTH | 

THERE WAS THAT, BESIDES | | KANTA AND THE i | | | 4 
| 

| 


ALSO THIS THE SHOGLUNATE OTHERS HAVE |) | 
GROUP J poss THAT WE “y = IVEN TESTIMONY, 
DRESSED IN HAVE =| = SO | NOW KNOW 
= THAT CHIYOZ6 
DIDN'T DO IT, 













| 
NOW... THIRTY 





HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY 
le THE ENEMIES WHO } NINE OF my 
INFILTRATED... IN JUST | VASSALS 





PRECIOUS 
LIVES... 


A LITTLE TIME. 












A 


WHAT 
WAS THE 
ENEMYS 
REASON 

FOR 
DOING 


IF YOU'RE 
SIMPLY A 
GIRL WHOSE 
ROLE WAS 
JUST TO 
CARRY A 
LETTER... 
WHy!? 


WHY WERE THE 
MEN ORDERED 
TO WATCH YOU 
TARGETED AND 
KILLEDI? 





|| EXPLANATION 
TO THIS AT 
ALL... 


IDENTITY IS 
STILL NOT 
CLEAR., 








I'D LIke, AT ALL COSTS, 
TO AVOID A SITUATION 
LIKE THAT AGAIN... 
WHERE THE CHILDREN 
MIGHT BE EXPOSED TO 








| THINK THAT, 
REALLY, THE 
BEST WOULD 
BE TO 
CONFINE HER 
TO A ROOM 
INSIDE THE 
CASTLE... 


IF | END uP IN JUST A 


CONFINED FEW DAYS, AN 
INSIDE THE 1006 om ENVOY OF 
TENKAI-SAMA 
WILL BE LOOK- 
ING FOR ME 
TO MAKE 
CONTACT... 


YOU'RE 
E> LEAVING @ EEEMI?, 
BaP) ALREADY? | 





Yes... BUT, 
IT DOESN'T 





IT’S NOT FAR!! 
SO YOU CAN SEE 
CHIYOZO WHEN 
YOU COME TO 




















EVEN IF | SAY 

SO MYSELF, | 
THINK IT’S A 
GOOD IDEA!! 






AZUMI... 
WILL BE 
STAYING 
AT MY. 


INSTEAD OF How WHAT IS THE 
CONFINING AZUMI, IT (UR) ARE THEY GOAL OF THESE 
WOULD BE BETTER RELATED TO | NEW BLACK CLAD 
FOR INVESTIGATING {* AZUMI... ? ENEMIES!? 
THIS TO LEAVE HER - G 
SOMEWHERE THEY 
CAN APPROACH. 





HOWEVER... 
| WON'T 
HAVE ANY 
MORE OF 

MY VASSALS 
SACRIFICE 

THEIR LIVES. 


AREN’T YOU 
THE MOST 
SUITABLE? 





UNCOVER AZUMI AND 
BAKINI! THE BLACK CLOTHED 
MEN'S TRUE IDENTITY 
AND THEIR GOALS! NN 
( 




































































ie ae we 
TEA _4 > 
Bei 2 ie = 
ai fal = 
‘ Ll | FOR 
ae | | suowing THANK 
y us THE 
$000... THIS IS THE WAY. 
HOUSE WHERE 


44) A2UMI-NEECHAN a 
WILL STAY FROM Le 
TODAY... i 


ON WON'T LET 
CHIYOZ6 GO... 


ON, YOU'VE 
LEARNED THE WAY 
HERE NOW, 
RIGHTI? IT’S EASY, 
$0... FROM AND WE DIDN'T GO 
TOMORROW TOO FAR AWAY. 
YOU CAN 
COME HERE 
TO PLay!! 





Yes!! We’LL 
COME TO PLAY, 
FOR suRE!! 


We" 
COME TOs’) 
PLAY! 














' THANK YOU. 
WE ARE 

Y GRATEFUL TO 

BE ABLE TO 


MOTHER, LIKE | TOLD YOU | RS 
BEFORE, THESE ARE THE 
GUESTS WE HAVE BEEN 
ASKED TO LOOK AFTER 

FROM TODAY ON. 














WE ARE TERRIBLY 
AND DEEPLY SORRY 
TO TROUBLE YOU 
$0 SUDDENLY, 


IT IS OUR 
HUMBLE 
PLEASURE 





MOTHER, HE ISN'T A 
MONSTER. LIKE | EXPLAINED... 
CHIYOZ6-DONO IS DEAF SINCE 


’ 

H-He’s 

CREEPY!! iy 
gh 





4 MOTHER, YOU'RE BEING Z 
(POLITE... THOSE TWO - eer Tidy sane LOWY, 
PEOPLE ARE TAKENOBU- >” STREET PERFORMERS?.... WHY... 
DOES SLICH A MONSTER NEED 
TO BE ENTRUSTED TO OLR 
KINOSHITA FAMILY!?- 


No, DON’T 
WORRY ABOUT 


BUT SHE’S | TRIED TO 
COMPLETELY PERSUADE 
AGAINST EATING My 














THEY DECIDED- 
TO STEAL 
AWAY OUR 

WEALTHY FIEF. 


AN OUTRAGEOUS 
SHOGUN. 








THERE'S EVIDENCE OF 
A SCHEME BY THE 
TOKUGAWA SHOGU- 
NATE TO DESTROY 

OUR FIEF AND 

CONFISCATE... 









EVEN THOUGH 
THERE’S NO 
REASON THAT ITS 
RANK SHOULD BE 
CHANGED... 


TO THIS DAY, 
TOKUGAWA HAS 
BEEN USING 
FALSE PRETEXTS 
TO DESTROY A 
GREAT NUMBER 


OF DAIMYS 
FAMILIES AND 
CONFISCATING 
THEIR LANDS. 








HE TOokA \~ 
HOSTAGE IN a, 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA,- >= a tet See 
‘ON WHO THEY 4S) 
SAY SHGGUN NW =) ; MOAN ABOUT 
\ IT, BUT OUR 
HDETADA OTe : \KE seperti 
f TAKENOBU- 
: SAMA ACTED 
DECISIVELY! 












DEMANDED 
FOR OUR 
FIEF TO 
BECOME AN 
INDEPENDENT 
NATION, NOT 
GOVERNED BY | - 
TOKUGAWA. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































sare UALLY... ili 




















A WAR 

aS, THINK THAT 

SHOGUNATE Be )THIS DEMAND] 
WILL BE 


UNAVOIDABLE. 



























































RATHER THAN BEING 
DEVASTATED THROUGH 
INACTION, I'LL FIGHT TO 


THE END TO PROTECT 
TAKENOBU-SAMA!! 








uf WILL HAVE NO 

J | / REGRETS 
DP A GIVING THEIR 
ss \* LIVES... IF IT’S 
FOR HIM!! 

















ALL THE 

SAMURAI 

OF THIS 
FIEF 








bili 


ii | 


MY MOTHER IS 
) CALLING FOR ME. 


IT HURT $0 
MUCH ALL DAY 





THE FACT THAT THEY 
WEREN'T SPOTTED 
UNTIL TODAY IS 
UNEQUIVOCABLY YOUR 
FAULT... JINZA!! 


THEM FOR 
SURE... 


TAKENOBU- 
SAMA’S 
FAITH IN ME 
IS GOING 
DOWN!! 


THAT BLACK 
GROUP 
APPEARS TO 
HAVE SLIPPED 

ITH 
ISES IN 
BROAD DAY 
LIGHT. 





Ever 
HAVING 
TAKEN 
PITY ON 
ME... 


AND NOT 
KILLING 
ME... 





: .S suuirly 


























































































































SCREW 
AROUND 
LIKE 
THAMATI? 
































I'M REALLY 
SORRY. 




















YOU SAY THOSE 
THREE SHOGUNATE 
DOGS ARE STILL 


AND WHILE TAILING THOSE 
: THREE, YOU'VE BEEN 
| STILL CAN'T KNOCKED UNCONSCIOUS 
REPORT THIS TO FROM BEHIND. THIS MEANS 
TAKENOBL-SAMA!! B THAT ASIDE FROM THOSE 
.. HOWEVER, 4 } THREE, THERE’S SOME 


OTHER MYSTERIOUS DOGS 
OUT THERE... 


| BELIEVE THAT 
GUYS LIKE YOU WILL 
BE ABLE TO FIND 
THOSE DOGS’ 
WHEREABOUTS IN 
NO TIME... 



























































| WAS GIVEN 
THE DUTY TO... 

ENTERTAIN 
THOSE TWO AS 


THOSE * MOTHER, 
TWO PLEASE 
EXCUSE 


Mm 


WERE YOU 
TOLD THAT YOU 
DON’T NEED TO 

ATTEND THE 
CASTLE WHILE 
THOSE LOWLY 
STREET 
PERFORMERS 
ARE LODGING 


THE 
KINOSHITA 
HOUSEHOLD... 
HAS TO E- 
ENTERTAIN... 








HOW WILL | 

SNEAK AWAY @ 
FROM 
BAKIN- 
DONO!? 


DESPERATELY 
WANT TO TALK 
TO ME AFTER 








WILL | HAVE 
To JUST GIVE || sneak AWAY 
UP ON UNOBSERVED BY 
MEETING BAKIN-DONO... 











THIS HATTORI HANZO 
(MASASHIGE) IS THE 
SECOND SON OF THE 


FAMOUS HATTORI 
HANZ6 WHO PER- 
FORMED BRILLIANTLY 
AS THE RIGHT-HAND 
MAN OF IEYASU WHILE 





SOME SAY A REBELLION AFTER 

THAT THAT HE HAD BEGUN HANZ6’s 
DIED IN AMONGST THE DEATH, THE 
BATTLE... ENTIRE IGA ELDEST SON 
OTHERS THAT CLAN THAT (MASANARI) 
HE ESCAPED AT. a SHOULD HAVE SUCCEEDED 


THE SIEGE OF ( BEEN UNDER HIM, BUT... 


OSAKA. HIS CONTROL. 


AND WAS [Ml BUT, SUSPECTED OF HE was 
CONFINED INVOLVEMENT IN AN MASASHIGE’S OLDER 
TO HIS HIS FATHER IN OFFICIAL BROTHER WAS DE- 
LAW'S TREASON AT THE CLASSED, IEYASU 
CHARGES, HE LOST SADO ALLOWED HIM TO 
| HIS SOCIAL GOLD TAKE THE NAME 
STANDING MINE, HATTORI HANZ6. 


AS WE 

THOUGHT. 
AZUMI WON’T 

BE COMIN 





HOWEVER, DUE 
‘O THE SERIOUS 
NATURE OF 
KUNICHIYO’S 
KIDNAPPING... HE 
WAS RECALLED 
FROM THE 
Im SHOGUN, BACK TO 
! EDO, AND 
GIVEN THIS 
HEAVY TASK. 


“THIS! THIS IS A 
ONCE IN A LIFETIME 


CHANCE TO 


HE ROUSED HIMSELF 
TO ACTION!! 





-IT WAS 
BECAUSE © 
YOU DIDN'T 
p COME 
QUICKLY. 


IT’S BECAUSE 
My BODY 
DOESN'T 

LISTEN TO 


YOU CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND MY 
HUMILIATION 





ny) rh T 


ANY ula 


WE CAN'T TALK 
LIKE THIS... 
TAKE CHIYOZO 
AWAY. 





MOTHER... 
PLEASE, 





EVER SINCE 
YOU CAME, 
RIDING IN A 
PALANGUIN, a 


IT WAS QUITE 
CLEAR THAT YOU 
ARE NO MERE 
STREET 
PERFORMER. 


( AND HAD 
TROUBLES EVERY 


AND SOON EVEN 
MET WITH 


YOU READILY 
APPROACHED 
THE RING- 





























SECRETI? 
Conress!! 


AND NOW, 
YOU'RE FREE- 
LOADING AT 
ONE OF THE 
RETAINERS’ 


\ 
IS 


THEN, KUNICHIYO-SAMA 
PROBABLY HAD A ON “FRIENDLY 
STRONG DESIRE FOR 
YOUR COMFORT AND \ KUNICHIY. 
YOU CAME TO HIS SAMA FROM 
SIDE... Site, THE VERY 
START, 
RIGHT? 





YOU ARE A 
WOMAN SKILLED IN 
THOSE METHODS, 


INSTEAD, YOU SAY 
NOT TO COME 


NEAR YOU!! THAT'S 
IMPERTINENT... 


WHAT'S 
MORE, 
WITH YOUR 
CHARMS, 


PROBABLY 
EVEN 
SEDUCED 


RINGLEADER, 
TAKENOBU. 


HOWEVER... WITHOUT 
OUR POWER... YOU 
CAN’T RESCUE 
KUNICHIYO-SAMA!! 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND 
WHY HAVEN'T 
YOU BEEN 
REPORTING 
ANYTHING TO 
usi? 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I'M SORRY 
TO HAVE 
LEFT YOU 








HTH —8=o0mH— 


EyFAi yA 
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